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Dear MK Eitan,

I am writing to express my dismay at the large scale loss of life caused by Israel’s latest attacks on Gaza.  While I condemn the rocket attacks against towns in southern Israel, the Israeli response has been far more indiscriminate and brutal.  To wit, whereas Palestinian attacks have resulted in the deaths of two Israeli citizens this week, Israel’s air striked on Gaza have killed some 310 Palestinians.  Unfortunately, this disparity is typical.  According to Amnesty International, in the past eight years, the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians has cost the lives of some 5000 Palestinians and 1,100 Israelis, most of whom have been civilians, including some 900 Palestinian and 120 Israeli children.
As a scientist, I am particularly angered to learn that there were repeated air strikes on the Islamic University of Gaza.  Civilized peoples do not wage war on schools and universities.  I was opposed to the academic boycott of Israel that was proposed earlier this year, but if your country feels that it is acceptable to bomb universities, then perhaps I should reconsider my position.

As a US citizen, I pay taxes each year that are used to supply the Israeli Defense Forces with weapons and equipment.  Unfortunately, it seems that our largesse is being abused - instead of pursing a just peace, your country is using American money to try to impose an unjust and unsustainable settlement by force of arms.
Perhaps that seemed possible under President Bush, but is that really the message that you want to send to the much more sensible leader who will soon replace him?

Israel should halt its attacks immediately, end its embargo on food and medical aid, and return to serious negotiations. Decades of war and terrorism on both sides have not resolved the conflict between your people and the Palestinians and neither will this latest bout of violence.  It is time for this pointless cycle of destruction to end.

Best wishes,
Dr. J. T.
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Dear Dr. T.,

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your message to MK Michael Eitan which has been brought to his attention.  He has asked me to reply to you as follows:

Thank you for writing to me. I would like to begin by clarifying a few facts: the use of the civilian population as human shields by Hamas together with the indiscriminate firing of missiles aimed at civilian targets in Israel – these are facts well known to me (in your letter you mention incorrect information that I will relate to below).

Israel has always made every effort to avoid civilian casualties, but this goal is impossible to achieve when the barbaric regime in Gaza orders women and children to climb up on the roof or remain inside buildings in which they store their weapons and rockets and station their fighters. At the same time they refuse to stop firing their rockets but continue to attack civilian communities inside the State of Israel – all this led to the recent events.

No less than you I deplore the killing of innocents, and for me too it is very difficult to see those horrifying scenes.  The difference between us is that I know who is responsible for all this, and who it is that consecrates death and suffering as a means of aggression and as a tool for the achievement of its primary goal – the destruction of the State of Israel.  There are two sides here: Israel, which evacuated all its people and forces from the Gaza Strip, uprooting settled Jewish communities in order to allow the Palestinians to move forward independently or in cooperation with the State of Israel.  Then there is the other side that makes very clear pronouncements regarding its intentions to fight to the last drop of blood of the last Palestinian child in order to destroy the State of Israel.

Regarding the extremist religious ideology according to which the death of human beings as Shahids – martyrs – has a far higher value than the sanctity of life – this approach has consequences unrelated to the inevitable steps Israel must take (unless you suggest that in face of the constant shelling of our towns and villages we should continue to "turn the other cheek").  Israel is forced to attack mosques and universities that have been taken over by the terrorists for their own "holy" purposes.  

In regard to the embargo you mention: not only was there no embargo – Israel sent into the Gaza Strip medical supplies and food which was transferred to the international organizations operating there during the humanitarian breaks in the fighting, and many Palestinians were and are being treated in Israeli hospitals.  Sadly, Hamas prevented more wounded from reaching hospitals in Israel for treatment.
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It goes without saying that during war mistakes are made, the proof of which was seen in the incidents of firing between IDF forces inside closely populated civilian areas that had been turned into one huge weapons arsenal and terrorist camp.  

Also, the fact that you pay US taxes does not greatly impress me.  We in Israel, pay with the lives of our soldiers in order to uphold our innate right to a State for the Jewish People.  On this point, besides the fact of the ideals and values shared by Israel and the US, we also serve American interests in the region so that the American contribution to Israel's defense budget is actually the minimum that Americans can do in return for the resources we invest in this alliance (Israeli military actions also save American lives, and the American presence in Iraq and Afghanistan might serve as an example of what the US should be investing in order to fight against terrorism and in order to protect its own interests in the world).
Sincerely,

Benjamin Schvarcz

Parliamentary Assistant to MK Michael Eitan

